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how far King George and Queen Mary would
relish Julia's assistance. "In the meantime, what
will become of us? Eadred Templecombe says
England is going to the dogs. It really looks like
it, when girls like Viola can defy their own mothers
and go off to live by themselves in London. I
always knew that I ought to have taken a firm line
about that, and told her that I would wash my
hands of her for ever, but Sebastian took her part
and I was helpless. Heaven only knows what she
does in London, or what kind of people she sees.
All self-respect seems to be going out of the world.
Sebastian has some extraordinary theory that
people are becoming more honest towards them-
selves. All I can say is that we may not have been
honest, but we did at least know how to behave. It
is all very puzzling. Naturally one wants to hold on
to anything one can/'

"Anyway, you may be thankful you have plenty
of money," said Mrs. Levison, with the bitter
note that always came into her voice when she
spoke of other people's fortunes.

"For the moment, but one wonders how long
one will be allowed to keep it. There are terrible
rumours flying about. Sebastian is a perfect fool.
He is almost as bad as Viola. He says he is going
to join the Socialist party. A Socialist duke 1* Did
you ever hear of such a thing? If we don't all hold
together and support our own class, where shall
we be? That's what I say to him. But Sebastian
has always been odd. Do you remember that
dreadful time two years ago, when he threatened